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1. Dimensions and Resolution

* Recommended Size: 1280 x 720 pixels (16:9 aspect ratio).
¢ Minimum Width: 640 pixels.
* Resolution: 72 DPI (higher is better for quality).

2. Key Design Elements

e Bold and Readable Text:

« Include 2—4 words that summarize the video’s main idea.
« Use large, bold fonts that are easy to read, even on small screens.
« Examples: “5 Easy Tips”, “Before You Start”, “Shocking Results!”.

¢ High-Quality Image:
» Use a crisp, eye-catching image that reflects the video's topic.
« Options:

- Aclose-up of a person's face showing emotion.
- Aclear image of the product, subject, or location.

¢ Contrasting Colors:

« Use bright, high-contrast colors to make the thumbnail stand out.
« Complementary colors (e.g., blue & orange, red & yellow) work well.

¢ Clear Focal Point:

« Ensure one main element grabs the viewer’s attention (e.g., face, product, or text).
¢ Branding Elements:

« Include your logo or brand colors subtly (optional but helps with consistency).
¢ Visual Effects:

« Add subtle gradients, shadows, or outlines to text/images for depth.
« Use arrows, icons, or symbols sparingly to direct attention.



3. Text Placement

* Avoid placing text on the edges—YouTube may crop it.
* Place text on a clean background for maximum readability.

4. File Format

¢ Save the thumbnail as a JPEG or PNG file.
* Keep the file size under 2MB for faster loading.

Example Layout

1. Top Section: Bold text with 2—4 words.
2. Middle Section: High-quality image or subject focus.
3. Bottom/Corner Section: Optional branding/logo.

Tips for a Winning Thumbnail

1. Consistency: Stick to a recognizable style across all your videos for better branding.

2. Emotion Sells: Faces with clear emotions (e.g., surprise, happiness) attract more
attention.

3. Test Variations: Experiment with different styles and see which designs generate the
most clicks.

4. Clarity Over Complexity: Avoid clutter—make sure every element is easy to identify.

offer pre-made YouTube thumbnail templates to get
¢ started quickly.”




